The Minerals Management Service operates a wave tank facility in Leonardo, New Jersey, known as Ohmsett (Oil and Hazardous Material Simulated Environmental Test Tank), which is used primarily for testing oil spill booms and skimmers. This paper summarizes two studies undertaken to examine the feasibility of testing dispersants at the facility as well. The first study included (1) interfacial tension laboratory tests; (2) turbidity tests; (3) laboratory tests to evaluate filtering materials for removing dispersant and chemically dispersed oil; and (4) full-scale evaluation testing at Ohmsett. The results indicated that dispersant testing at Ohmsett could be done with good success if the testing program were carefully designed and implemented. It was determined that a number of dispersant tests could be conducted over several days, after which the tank water would have to thoroughly cleaned to remove dispersed oil (with a cellulose-based filter) and dispersant (with an activated carbon system).
